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still tlie deeper it is dug into, discovers more and
more riches, and an infinite variety of rarities and
curious things, as well natural as artificial; so the
further these men of application searched into the
arcana, or concealed treasures of wisdom, and the
further and greater experiments they made, the
more they found the search answer their utmost
ambition ; the more they knew, the more they dis-
covered yet to know ; and all their inquiries made
good the modern distich made upon a like subject:

What's yet discover'd only serves to show-
How little's known, to what there's left to know.

This was not only an encouragement to the wise
men of the ages we speak of to go on in their
studies, and in their making new discoveries in the
hidden and most retired parts of nature, but it
showed that they were still able to maintain the
characters they bore in the world, and to make
good the distinction which was formerly made be-
tween them and the common people; so that they
still passed for magicians, wise men, and astrologers,
as they really at last were, and for men qualified to
Instruct the ignorant world in a superior know-
ledge.

Take them, then, in this new situation, that is to
say, pushing on in the commendable search after
wisdom and knowledge, till, as Solomon says, they
dug for it as for hid treasures; yet the common
people followed them close at their heels; the na-
tions grew wiser and wiser, as well as the magi;
till, in short, art began to fail, or rather the num-
bers of the men of art began to increase, that so
wise men were not such rarities, or so high-prized
as they had been, and grew daily less and less in
the ordinary rate and esteem of the world.

Thus, in short, the wise men and the improving
world seemed like men running a race in the pur-